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Wind-Inffruments 5 aswell as at the fame Noses on 4 Bafe-Viol,
1 have heard alfo (but cannot averit) of athin, fine Vemice-
glafS, cracked with the frong and lafling found of & Trompes or
Cornet (near it) founding an Unifon or & Gonfonant note to that of
the Tone or Ting of the Glaff;  dnd 1 do not judge the thing
wery unlikely, though | have ot ‘had the opportwnity of making
the Trial,

A lmprovement of the Bononian Stone.(bining in the dark.
He Worthy Signor Malpighi ina late Letter of his to the
i Publifher, of thegrhof March, takes notice, that one
Signor Zagowins had a way of making out of the Bonomian
Stone calcined, Sratues and PiCtures varioufly fhining in the
dark. But he adds (toour forrow) that that perfon lately died,
without difcovering to any body hismethod of preparing the
faid Stone.

An Extractof a Letter,written from Aberdeen Febr.17.167%,
concerning & Manof a [brange Imitating mature., # alfo of
fc}wral buman calculus’s of an unufual bigwefs.

SIR,
Amveryfenfible of the greatcivility , wherewith you were

I pleafed to entertain Mafter Scougalland we,when we waited

on you laft Summer 3 and fhall be ready on.all occafions to give

you that account you then defired of things philofophical that
may occur here, to promote that neble defign you have in hand.

I remember, we had then occafion to fpeak of a Man in this

Country very remarkable for fomewhat peculiar in bis temper,

¢hat inclines him to imitate unawaresall the geftures and moti-

onsof thofe with whom he converfeth, We then had never feen
him our felves, Since our-return we were together at Scrach-
bogie where he dwells, and, notwithftandingall we had heard
of him before, were fomewhat furprized with the oddnefs of
this Dotrel-quality, This Donald Monro (for that is his name,)
being a little old and very plain-man, of a thin flender body,
hach beca fubje& to this infirmity, as he told us, -from his very
infancy. Heisvery loath-to have it obferved, and therefore
cafts down hiseyes when he walks in the fireets, and turns them.
afide when he isin company. We bad made feveral trials be-

fore he perceived our defign ; and afterward had much ado ;0

make
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make him ftay. We careffed him as muchas we could, and had
then the opportunity to obferve, that he imitated not only the
feratching of the head, but alfo the wringing of the hands,
wiping of the nofe, ftretching forth of the arms, &c.
And we needed not ftrain complement to perfwade him to
be cover’ds for he flill put off and onas he faw us do, and all
this with fo much exaétnefs, and yet with fuch a natural and
unaffeted air,that we could not fo much as fufpe& he did it on
defign. When we held both his hands, and caufed another to
make fuchmotions; he prefled to get free: But, when we would
have known more particularly, how he found himfelf affe&ted,
he could only give us this imple anfwer, That it vexed hss hears
and his brain,

I fhall leave it to your confideration, what peculiar mzﬁ: of
fpirits or diftemper of imagination may caufe thefe effe&ts, and
what analogy they bear to the involuntary motion of yawning
after others, and laughing when men are tickled (which fome
will doif any body do make that titillating motion with their
fingers,though it be ata diftance from them;)and whether, if his
Nurfe have accuftomed him to the frequent imitation of little
motions and geftures in his infancy, this may not have had fome
influence tomould the texture of his Brainand Spirits, and to
difpofe him to this ridiculous apifhnefs ?

Befides this, I took occafion lately to vifit a poor Woman
in the neighbouring Parifh, who hath been of a long time fadly
afflited with the Gravel, and hath paffed four Stones of an un-
ufual bignefs; of which I have one by miey which, though it be
not the greateft of thefour, isyet more than five inchesaboyt
the one way, and four, the other : which, if you pleafe, fhall
be fent you. They areall oval ; the firft,and a part of the fecond
wete fmooth; but the other two very rough ; and the haft, the
biggeft , which being come away about Chriflmas laft, was
bloody onone fide when I fawit. This puts me in mind of
that Stone of a prodigious bignefs, which was found laft year
in a Gentlemans bladder in this Country after his deceafe,
weighing twoand thirty ouncess I am, .
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